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TWO LOWER PALAEOLITHIC IMPLEMENTS 
FROM S.E. STAFFORDSHIRE 

F. W. SHOTTON, M.B.E., F.R.S. 

REALLY OLD STONE IMPLEMENTS are rare prizes in the West Midlands. A moderate 
number are known from the East Midlands in the Trent valley of Nottinghamshire 
(Posnansky 1963) and about 26 from within the Avon drainage of Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire. From the drainage area of the Tame and its tributaries hitherto only two 
Acheulian hand-axes have been reported - one of flint from the Cuttle Brook sand pit near 
Temple Balsall, Warwickshire (Tomlinson 1935, Shotton 1937) and the famous quartzite 
implement from Saltley, Birmingham, described by Sir John Evans (1897). Through the 
enquiring zeal of Mr. J. Gould, I have had the opportunity of examining one recent new 
find and another older one which had remained for many years not fully understood in a 
private collection. These came from the neighbourhood of Drayton Bassett and Shenstone 
respectively, just within Staffordshire, and they are now described and related as far as 
possible to geology. My thanks are due to Mr. Alan Saville who was the first to draw 
attention to the importance of the first-named artifact. 

DRAYTON BASSETT 

This is made from a pebble of dark brown flint, now patinated yellow with irregular dark 
blotches. It is illustrated in fig. 1. Along one half only it has been worked from both sides 
into a cleaver-like form. It is not in any sense a typical hand-axe and so does not fall 
automatically into the Lower Palaeolithic, but there can be little doubt that it belongs broadly 
to this period. Not only is the patination marked, but all sharp edges have been worn off 
as if it had been a constituent of a gravel - and this is not the likely source for a neolith. 

Provenance: The implement was picked out by Miss M. Hemus, of Bullock's End Farm, in 
the summer of 1971, from a potato-harvesting machine working the field marked F in fig. 2. 
It cannot be more precisely located. 

On the 'one-inch' geological map sheet 154 of the Geological Survey, the Drayton Bassett-
Bullock's End ridge is shown as covered by Boulder Clay flanked on the east at a much 
lower level by the Low Terrace of the Tame which passes with only a small change in height 
into flood-plain alluvium (fig. 2). The Low Terrace of the Tame farther south in Warwickshire 
has yielded mammoth and reindeer and has been radiocarbon dated at 32,160± 1600 before 
present (Coope and Sands 1966). 

As stated earlier, the implement looks as though it has come from a gravel and certainly 
not from a boulder clay. There is a small possibility that it might have come from the 
extreme south-east corner of the field from the edge of the Low Terrace but there is another 
more likely possibility. Bullock's End Farm lies on a marked flat shelf about 20 feet above 
the Low Terrace and ending against rising ground on the west side of the field. A hole 
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Two Lower Palaeolithic Implements from S.E. Staffordshire w 

Fig. 1 Quartzite hand axe from Shenstone. (1/1) 
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A RECONSIDERATION OF 
THE PREHISTORIC FLINT ASSEMBLAGE 

FROM BOURNE POOL, ALDRIDGE, STAFFS. 

ALAN SAVILLE 

SUMMARY A collection of prehistoric flint artifacts from Bourne Pool, Aldridge, Staffs, is 
described in detail, and the presence of both Mesolithic and post-Mesolithic implement types 
is indicated. The interpretation of this flint assemblage and others like it from Midland 
locations is discussed. 

INTRODUCTION 
IN THE COURSE of research work on the prehistory of the Midlands the writer examined 
the collection of flint artifacts from Bourne Pool, Aldridge (SP 069998), now housed at the 
City Museum, Birmingham, which were originally published in the Transactions of the 
Birmingham Archaeological Society1. With the active encouragement of Mr. Jim Gould, 
co-author of the original paper, the present article has been prepared to give an expanded 
evaluation of the flint assemblage in the light of current knowledge, and to take the opportunity 
of discussing some of the general problems of interpretation posed by this and similar 
assemblages. A full account of the site will be found in the original publication, and only 
a few details will be summarized here. 

The site, at about 450 feet above O.D., is on land sloping gently south to the Bourne Brook 
stream, with a sand and gravel subsoil. The flints were brought to the surface by ploughing 
in 1955, while exploratory trenching later in the same year added to the collection of flints, 
but suggested the absence of archaeological features associated with the flints, or of any 
stratigraphic context for their deposition. An area of about one acre was thought to delimit 
the present horizontal spread of the flints, with a concentration at approximately 
SP 06989978. 

THE RAW MATERIAL 
An examination of the flints, and in particular of the cores, indicates that small, rounded 

flint pebbles constitute the basis for the knapping technology at this site. These pebbles 
have a thin cortex, sometimes heavily abraded. Very often the pebbles are broken, having 
densely patinated thermal surfaces. While some of the flint from the site is very rough, 
with much inclusion, the pebbles used as cores are of a fairly good quality, clean-flaking flint. 
In colour the flint is predominantly a medium to dark grey, and has remained largely 
unpatinated, though flakes with various stages and colours of patination are present amongst 

1 J. T. Gould and P. W. Gathercole, 1956. 
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PREHISTORIC FLINT ASSEMBLAGE FROM BOURNE POOL, ALDRIDGE, STAFFS. 7 

the collection. Although the source of this raw material has not been precisely identified, 
there is no reason to suppose that it is not of local origin from the drift deposits. It is of 
course possible that some of the implements were brought to the site ready-made from 
elsewhere, but for the most part on-site production is envisaged. 

THE BOURNE POOL ASSEMBLAGE 
The total collection from Bourne Pool comprises about 2173 artifacts2 with an approximate 

weight of 6" 128 kg, and these can be initially subdivided into major categories as follows: 
Number Weight in Kg 

waste flakes 1541 1-85 
cores etc. 268 3-315 
retouched/utilized 364 0-963 

WASTE FLAKES 

The 1541 waste flakes could be further subdivided as follows: 
Number Weight in Kg 

plain waste flakes (complete) 502 0-763 
plain waste flakes (fragmentary) 988 0-890 
core rejuvenation flakes 51 0-197 

The waste flakes were not analysed in detail, but a general indication of the predominant 
small size is given by the average weight of only 1-5 grammes for the complete flakes. It is 
clear from the dimensions of the artifacts in the retouched category that a length of 6 cm is 
about the normal maximum for the flakes and blades produced on the site, and that the 
occasional pieces which exceed this length are exceptional. The accompanying illustrations 
of implements and cores give some idea of the types of flakes which occur, and the general 
aspect of the waste can be described as 'bladish', though this is not a blade industry as such. 
As would be expected from the multi-platform flaking of many of the cores (see below), many 
flakes exhibit complex flake-scar patterns on their dorsal surface, and bi-directional scars 
can be seen on some of the implements (e.g. nos. 50, 56 and 71)3. 

The total of 51 core rejuvenation flakes, which does not include those with secondary 
working, was sub-divided as follows: 
(a) triangular section flakes struck from side of core obliquely to platform to remove 

platform edge 25 
(b) plunging or chunky flakes struck down face of core from existing platform to remove 

surface irregularity 10 
2 The total number of flints given here contradicts that given in the original report (Gould and Gathercole 

1956, p. 54), but it is clear that this is still an underestimate of the true total. The total given in the original 
report included a number of natural pieces, and some of the artifacts are now mislaid. Also Mr. Gould 
retains a small number of the flints for teaching purposes, only the implements from which are included 
in this total. 

3 The 83 flints illustrated are numbered consecutively and are referred to simply by individual flint numbers 
without the figure number. All implements are drawn base downwards with the striking platform parallel 
to the bottom of the page, except for the microliths and microburins, which follow Clark's convention 
(1933, p. 55) in being oriented in exactly the opposite direction. True sections are cross-hatched, side 
profiles are left blank. 
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INVESTIGATION OF A SUBRECTANGULAR ENCLOSURE 
AT HILTON, STAFFORDSHIRE 

A. A. ROUND, F.S.A. 

THE ATTENTION of the writer was drawn by Mr. J. Gould to an air-photograph (Plate I) 
taken by Mr. J. Pickering showing three sides of an apparently rectangular crop-mark 
(SK 084051) near Hilton, about 2 km to the south-west of Letocetum (Wall, Staffs.). The 
crop-mark was sectioned in two places during the winter of 1965. 

The site is slightly raised above the surrounding countryside, and slopes on the north to 
the shallow valley of the Crane Brook. The subsoil in the area is Keuper sandstone and sand. 

Both trenches revealed a ditch about 2 m wide and 0-75 m deep (fig. 1). In trench B the 
ditch was partially destroyed by a modern field-drain. The most interesting feature of both 
trenches was the very dark, almost black layer on the inner side of the ditch. This was 
sharply defined above and below, but faded into the sandy loam at both ends. Below it 
black marks, as of branches, were conspicuous in the yellow sand and at its rear a row of 
stones lay across the trench. The patch of large pebbles shown in section A did not appear 
in B and is probably a natural feature. The corner of the enclosure nearest to Trench A is 
its lowest point, and this edge of the field is permanently waterlogged in winter, being only 
slightly above the level of the Crane Brook itself. This probably explains the dark silt-
filled hollow outside the ditch in Section A, which was absent from B. Only two artifacts 
were found, and the position of these, over the ditch, is shown in the section. No. 1 was a 
fragment of manganese-glazed pottery, and no. 2 a fragment of green glass described by Dr. 
D. B. Harden as lnot Roman; too flat, too regular in thickness, too neatly "diamond" cut 
on one edge, and only a few centuries old at most. Most likely 17-18th century'. Field-
walking over the area of the enclosure produced no pottery. 

More air-photographs taken since the excavation show the enclosure to be almost rectangular, 
measuring about 210 m by 240 m. 

INTERPRETATION 

The general appearance of the crop-mark at first suggested that it might be a Roman march
ing camp, protected by the single ditch and possible rampart of brushwood cleared from the 
site. However, the absence of gateways and the very gently rounded corners cast doubt on 
this interpretation and, in view of the adjacent droveways to the south-east1, a farming use 
seems more likely. 

1 Trans., xiii for 1971-2 (1973), p. 6 and fig. 3. 
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LETOCETUM, CHRISTIANITY AND 
LICHFIELD (STAFFS.) 

JIM GOULD, F.S.A. 

IT IS OFTEN ASSUMED that there was no church at Lichfield until Chad was established 
there (A.D. 669). Whilst no one piece of evidence positively denies this assumption, there 
are a number of considerations which cumulatively suggest a much earlier church. 
1. In 1924, Mr. F. Jackson of Wroxeter exhibited at a meeting of the Birmingham Arch

aeological Society, a small bronze bowl found in 1922 at Wall. It was 3 | in. in diameter, 
made of very thin metal and embossed on the base with a Chi-Rho symbol. A photograph 
of the bowl appears on plate xiii of volume 50 (1927 for 1924) of the Birmingham Arch
aeological Society Transactions. The exact find-spot and the present whereabouts of the 
bowl are unknown. 

2. Place-name evidence (especially Walton-on-Trent, Walton-on-the-Hill, Walton near 
Eccleshall, Walton near Stone and possibly Walsall) points to British communities in 
this neighbourhood during the Saxon period. Even the first element in 'Lichfield' refers 
to the British name for Letocetum (Wall)1. 

3. The name Eccleshall together with the two Warwickshire settlements named Exhall point 
to Christian communities with places of worship (eclesia) in the Midlands during the late 
Romano-British period2. 

4. One of the elegies to Cynddylan, a seventh-century prince of Powys refers to a raid on 
Lichfield and to monks there3. From another elegy4 we know that Cynddylan was with 
Penda at Oswestry (A.D. 641) when that Mercian king fought against Oswald. This 
makes it unlikely that the raid on Lichfield was after A.D. 669. A likely setting for the 
raid is when the kingdom of the Western Hecani was set up by Mercia towards the end of 
Penda's reign5. An alternative suggestion for the context of the elegy is that the poem 
is referring to a British victory over Oswy's Northumbrian forces at Lichfield about A.D. 
655. It is suggested that the Northumbrians had ejected a local British ruler, Morfael, 
from the Lichfield area following Oswy's victory over Penda. The elegy shows Morfael 
in alliance with Cynddylan taking considerable plunder. Morfael was later associated 
with Glastonbury moving there from Lichfield6. 

5. King Wulfhere is known to have given to Wilfred places in Mercia where Wilfred founded 

1 Place-name evidence for Welsh-speaking people after the English settlement was discussed by Dr. Margaret 
Gelling at a recent seminar at Leeds University (Feb. 1973). A map which she has produced showing 
such names, includes the following in addition to those referred to above and those containing eccles: 
Comberford, Hints, Barr, Leomansley, Penkridge, Brewood and Penn. I am grateful to Dr. Margaret 
Gelling for discussing this matter with me. 

2 Kenneth Cameron, 'Eccles in English Place-names' in Christianty in Britain, 300-700, ed. M. W. Barley 
and R. P. C. Hanson (1968), p. 87. 

3 Trans., v for 1962-3 (1963), p. 51 ff. 
4 Proc. of British Academy, xviii for 1932 (1934), p. 296. 
5 H. P. R. Finberg, Lucerna (1964), p. 66 f; and The Early Charters of the West Midlands (1961), p. 217 ff. 
8 John Morris, Age of Arthur (1973), pp. 243 and 308; for the Glastonbury connection with Lichfield see 

also The Academy, No. 914, 9 Nov. 1884, p. 306. 
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LETOCETUM, CHRISTIANITY AND LICHFIELD (STAFFS.) 31 

monasteries7. In Northumbria, if not in Mercia, Wilfred claimed churches that had been 
deserted by the British clergy in the face of Saxon attacks8. Eddi Stephanus also relates 
how Wilfred held Lichfield and gave it to Chad on the latter's appointment to Mercia, 
as a suitable seat for a bishop9. 

6. Bede relates that Chad built himself a habitation near the church at Lichfield, but does 
not speak of him building a church 1 0. Since Bede also speaks of an oratory in such a 
way that it was obviously in addition to the church, it seems likely that Chad, following 
in the tradition of Aidan and Cuthbert, built a small Celtic monastery near an already 
existing church. Chad was only at Lichfield for 2 | years so that allowing for preaching 
tours, not much time is left for initiating building projects. 

None of these considerations point conclusively to Christianity in the neighbourhood of 
Lichfield continuing unbroken from Romano-British times to the present day, but they do 
suggest that this possibility must be kept in mind when considering the early history of this 
area. However, a portable bowl does not prove the presence of a church, the Cynddylan 
Elegies are complex and difficult historical evidence, Eddi Stephanus does not state directly 
that there was a church at Lichfield, though if Wilfred considered Lichfield to be a suitable 
seat for a bishop this seems to be implied, and one should not take Bede's words too strictly, 
since he could only retail what he himself was told of events at Lichfield. His account and 
that of Eddi Stephanus are not in complete agreement. 

It is becoming more clear that British and Saxon communities existed side by side in Mercia. 
Such place-names as Wednesbury, Wednesfield, Weeford, Weoley and Tyesmere suggest 
pagan Saxon centres 1 1. The two religions as well as the two races may have co-existed. That 
the Saxons eventually brought in missionaries from Northumbria may not so much indicate the 
absence of Christianity in Mercia at that time as contempt of the dominant Saxons for the 
local British. Alternatively it may reflect British reluctance to convert their oppressors and 
so be confronted with them in the next world as well as in this. 

7 Eddi Stephanus, Life of Wilfred, Chapter 14. 
8 Ibid., chapter 17. 
8 Ibid., chapter 15. 

1 0 Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People, book iv, chapter 3. H. P. R. Finberg has recently made 
the interesting suggestion that Chad used the church near Stowe Pool (then St. Mary's, now St. Chad's) 
and that the house to which he periodically retired was in a cemetery dedicated to St. Michael. This 
presumably was where St. Michael's church now stands in its huge graveyard, on a hill overlooking the 
present city of Lichfield. St. Michael's church is an ancient foundation and stands close to St. Chad's 
church. Chad's use of such a graveyard would be analogous to Bishop John who retired at Lent to a 
graveyard dedicated to St. Michael, two miles distant from his church at Hexham (ibid, book v, chapter 2), 
H. P. R. Finberg, 'The Archangel Michael in Britain' in Millenaire Monastique du Mont Saint-Michel, 
iii (Paris, 1971), pp. 459-69. 

1 1 Pagan place-names have been fully discussed by Dr. Gelling in 'Place-names and Anglo-Saxon Paganism' 
University of Birmingham Historical Journal, viii (1961), pp. 7-25. 
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SEVENTH REPORT 
OF EXCAVATIONS AT TAMWORTH, STAFFS.—A SECTION 

THROUGH THE NORTHERN DEFENCES 
EXCAVATED BY DR. F. T. WAINWRIGHT IN 1960 

KEN SHERIDAN 

DURING 1960 the late F. T. Wainwright was invited by Tamworth Borough Council to 
carry out excavations within the town as part of its Quatercentenary Charter celebrations. 
These excavations, in which Dr. Wainwright was joined by the late Charles Green, investigated 
the motte ditch and bailey of the Castle, a section of the northern defences of the town, and 
a section of the medieval town-ditch to the south-east of the town-centre. In 1961, however, 
Dr. Wainwright died, and the records of the excavations were lost until early in 1973 when 
they were located among the papers of Charles Green by his daughter Miss Barbara Green, 
following the death of her father. The records have now come into the possession of Tam
worth Castle Museum, and form the basis for this report on Dr. Wainwright's excavation on 
the northern defences. It is hoped that a similar report may be published in due course on 
the excavation of the castle bailey and motte ditch. 

THE EXCAVATION 
The excavation consisted of a series of trenches, 4 feet in width, extending 99 feet (30-175 

metres) southwards from Albert Road approximately 65 metres to the west of the 1971 excava
tion (N.G.R. SK 20880433). The surviving records consist of a section drawing of the 
eastern faces of these trenches, a day-book, and a small number of finds, including a silver 
cut halfpenny of Edward II, The Martyr (A.D. 975-8), of the Torksey mint (see Appendix 
and Plate I). The drawing of the section reproduced here has been traced directly from Dr. 
Wainwright's original, the numbers referring to his notes on the drawings as follows: 

1. Modern builder's rubble. 17. 
2. Black. 18. 
3. Sand layer - builder's 19. 
4. Clay layer. 20. 
5. Black layer. 21. 
6. Seventeenth/eighteenth-century brick. 22. 
7. Reddish, clayey silt turning to black silt. 23. 
8. Bottom of ditch. 24. 
9. Turf. 25. 

10. Modern cement. 26. 
11. Sand. 27. 
12. Modern black. 28. 
13. Undisturbed. 29. 
14. Turf. 30. 
15. Black. 31. 
16. Greyish clay, ? mortar spill. 32. 

Stones, ? wall. 
Black, heaped up from behind. 
Black. 
Stones set in red bank. 
Mortar specks. 
Reddish, ? robber trench. 
Black (band of). 
Red. 
Undisturbed. 
Clayey soil upcast. 
Clayey soil upcast. 
Humus pocket. 
Red upcast. 
Humus layer. 
Undisturbed. 
Two inches modern turf. 
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SEVENTH REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS AT TAMWORTH, STAFFS. 39 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

33 
34 

Humus - black. 
Reddish, clayey humus with brick frag
ments. 
Black layer: mainly humus. 
Clayey humus. 
Clayey humus. 
Clayey humus (brownish). 
Dark clayey soil - more like humus than 
clay; ? old turf line. 44. 

45. 

43. 

41 . 

42. 

40. Yellow changing to red sand and gravel 
beneath. 
River sand, and gravel: longish pebbles 
in layer on top. 
Remains of recent garden wall (un-
mortared). 
One inch pipe (? from house to Youth 
Centre). 
Old turf and top soil. 
Undisturbed. 

THE FINDS 
Apart from a few fragments of bone the only finds which can be located on the section are 

the Torksey halfpenny and a small number of sherds of seventeenth-century pottery. The 
former came from the layer of stones immediately below layer 38, the latter from the upper 
fill of the large ditch at the northern end of the excavation close to its southern lip (layer 7) 1. 

INTERPRETATION 
The earliest feature represented in this excavation appears to be the shallow depression 

with a low bank to the north immediately above 25 on the section (fig. 1), which is sealed by two 
joining banks to the north and south. This depression possibly equates with the small 
pre-rampart ditch located by Gould beneath the tenth century western defences.2 The main 
problem in interpreting the section, however, lies in deciding which of the two portions of 
the bank above is the earlier. The stratification as indicated on the drawing suggests that 
the northern portion is earlier than the southern, the latter apparently overlying the tail of 
the former at the point indicated 24. There are, however, objections to this interpretation. 
The Torksey halfpenny was found in the layer of stones immediately below layer 38; Dr. 
Wainwright noted in his day-book that these stones overlay the tail of the bank, and interpreted 
them as an intervallum road. This suggests a tenth-century date for the southern part of 
the bank. It seems likely, therefore, that the southern portion of the bank represents the 
Saxon rampart of A.D. 913, while the northern portion is the medieval bank added to the 
front of its predecessor. It would, moreover, seem unlikely that the two should have 
reversed their relative positions in the short distance between the sites of the 1960 and 1971 
excavations. 

The large ditch to the north is presumably of medieval date, to judge by its size, associated 
with the bank immediately behind it. The association of seventeenth century pottery with this 
ditch is not unexpected as it was clearly visible up to the early part of the nineteenth century3. 
The patch of stones on the southern slope of the ditch may equate with those found in a 
similar position in the 1971 excavation, where it was suggested that they may have formed 
a revetment for the front of the medieval bank, in this instance having collapsed into the 
ditch itself. This further points to the northern portion of the bank being of medieval date. 
The ditch associated with the Saxon rampart would, assuming a 6 metre berm as elsewhere 
have been destroyed by the larger medieval ditch. 

1 The precise location of the pottery is uncertain, as it is not clear whether its label refers to depth below 
ground-level or below datum. It is, however, labelled 'filling of ditch'. 

2 Trans., ix for 1967/8 (1968), p. 18: Trans., x for 1968/9 (1969), pp. 33 ff. 
3 The estate map of George Marquis Townsend, 1810 {Staffs. County Record Office, 854/2) indicates the 

'King's Ditch' at this point. 
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A FOUR-BAY CRUCK-BARN WITH OUTSHOT 
AT DOSTHILL, TAMWORTH, STAFFS. 

R. A. MEESON, F.S.A. 

DOSTHILL VILLAGE, about twelve miles north-east of Birmingham, is now part of the 
borough of Tamworth, Staffordshire. Today the village sits astride the A423 road but its 
earlier centre is on higher ground to the west near the church and close by is Church House 
Farm at N.G.R. SP 213998. The house has been attributed to the seventeenth century1 

and attached to the house is a post-and-truss barn which might also be of that date. Adjacent 
to these is the cruck-trussed barn with outshot which is the subject of this paper. The building 
was about eight metres wide and just over twenty metres long: the apex of the original roof 
would have been about six metres from the floor. It was assembled as a four-bay cruck-barn 
with an outshot. Four of the cruck-trusses survive, though one is much altered and one is 
partly obscured by a partition wall. Fig. 3 demonstrates the relative position of trusses A, 
B and C: the position of all five trusses can be seen on the plan (fig. 2). The actual trusses are 
drawn in fig. 1 and it is with these that the description begins. 

TRUSS B (fig. 1) is discussed before the gable-end truss A because B is the more complete and 
the least restructured. Blade Bl stands on a wide sill-beam and is presumably tenoned in. 
The adjacent wall-post abuts the blade and extends down to the sill-beam and this post also 
ought to be tenoned in. The other blade, B2, on the east side of the building, stands on a 
large stone block, not a sill-beam. It has a shoulder cut out to support a post which carries 
a plate where the wall-plate of a conventional cruck would be. (The post is mortised into 
the plate). But in this case an outshot extends east beyond the blade so as to form what 
in a church would be described as the aisle. The post on the blade has a through-mortise 
to take the pegged tenon of a horizontal member which acts as a tie for the outshot and extends 
to the jowled top of the outshot wall-post where it is secured by a mortise-and-tenon. 

Higher up the cruck-blade B2 a cruck-spur extends from the usual notched lap joint to a 
second mortise in the post. 

Because the curvature of the blade is negligible an additional diagonal member extends 
from the top face of the cruck-spur to the top face of the blade just above collar level. A 
mortise through the side of this diagonal houses the ends of wind-braces which are both well 
pegged in. This diagonal does not carry the purlin like the other principal rafters in truss D. 

At Bl a cruck-spur connects the top of the west wall-post to the blade. The two blades 
are connected by a collar. Braces extend down from well-pegged mortices on the soffit of 
the collar to notched lap-joints on the blades. A wide saddle connects the blades at the 
top. The saddle of truss C has a peg which suggests the presence of a mortise on the top 
face to house a short king-post for a ridge-piece. At the apex of truss D the king-post still 
survives. In the case of truss B no peg was observed in the face of the saddle but, since it 
seems that a ridge-piece once existed, a short king-post on top of the saddle would have been 
necessary for truss B also. The wide, shallow trenches across each blade are taken to have 

1 V.C.H., Warwickshire, iv (1947), p. 103. 
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Fig. 1 Elevations of the four cruck-trusses. 
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FINDS OF MEDIEVAL LEATHER AND POTTERY 
FROM NEAR MINSTER POOL, LICHFIELD, STAFFS. 

JIM GOULD, F.s.A. 

DURING THE SPRING OF 1973, Mr. W. Miller of the City Engineer's and Surveyor's 
Department, Lichfield visited the site of the old Wyrley and Essington Canal at Pipe Hill, 
where there was a Council rubbish tip. There Mr. Miller found some sherds of Cistercian-
ware pottery which he duly reported to Mr. Appleyard at the City Museum and he brought 
the matter to the attention of this Society. The tip was visited, a few more sherds of pottery 
recovered, and at the same time it was recognized that there were many fragments of medieval 
shoes surviving in the peaty soil that had been tipped there. Steps were immediately taken 
to recover as many of the shoe fragments as possible and the attention of the Deputy City 
Engineer (Mr. Bradshaw) was drawn to the matter. It appears that the peaty soil in which 
the leather and pottery were found came from the excavation of a deep storm-water sewer 
adjacent to the Minster Pool (SK 11520953). 

With the leather were also a large number of horn cores, mainly ox, but including a few 
goat and sheep cores. As there could be no significant stratification on the rubbish tip, 
the association of horn cores and leather is only probable and not certain. The cores are 
interesting since in the medieval period, when transport was difficult and specialization limited, 
most small towns had at least one tanner, and often those who prepared leather were also 
those who used it. For example in the fourteenth century, cordwainers at Shrewsbury were 
permitted to tan leather1. Lichfield medieval documents refer to tanners, cordwainers and 
cobblers2 . 

Most of the medieval references suggest that the leather-workers were active in the Stowe 
Street area3, Simon the Cobbler however had land 'in Gaye in Lichfield'4 whilst Robert the 
Tanner had a burgage near the causeway at the West Gate of the Close5 and so was near the 
site where the leather has been recently found. 

Mr. J. H. Thornton of the Northampton College of Technology very kindly agreed to 
examine the remains of the shoes and his report is added as an appendix. All the pieces 
found date from the period 1400 to 1550 and are a small part of the waste from a cobbler's 
workshop that was active over a period of 150 years. The pieces show the type of shoe worn 
then, and how the construction developed from a simple turnshoe to a welted shoe with 
insole. It is obvious that the shoes were frequently repaired and were only discarded when 
in a very bad condition. The cobblers wasted no usable leather as the cutting of some pieces 
demonstrates. Sometimes the uppers were of one piece only with a single, butted sideseam 

1 V.C.H., Shropshire, i, p. 433. 
2 Augustine the Cordwainer, Simon the Cobbler and Alexander the Tanner appear in documents numbered 

279, 118 and 724 respectively in H. E. Savage, Magnum Registrum Album, S.H.C., 1924, pp. 135, 55 and 
346. 

* I. H. Jeaves, 'Staffordshire Charters in possession of the Marquess of Anglesey', in S.H.C., 1939, pp. 97, 
99 and 100, documents 1672, 1682, 1663 and 1688. 

4 H. E. Savage, Magnum Registrum Album, S.H.C., 1924, p. 55, document 118. 
5 Ibid., p. 109, document 236. 
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52 FINDS OF MEDIEVAL LEATHER AND POTTERY, MINSTER POOL, LICHFIELD, STAFFS. 

at the inside of the instep. In other cases, the vamp (the front part of the upper) and the 
quarters (the rear part of the upper) were separate pieces, the position of the seam depending 
on the size of the leather available; seldom was the seam at the back where the shoe was 
weakest. Most of the soles show wear on the outside of the heel and were repaired with a 
patch over the whole heel. Mr. Thornton suggests that such patches may have led to the 
later development of heels as we know them. 

By 1561, that is a few years later than the period to which the leather has been allotted, 
there was a Gild of Corvisors (or Shoemakers) of Lichfield. Many of their early records 
were deposited in the Chetham Library, Manchester at the end of last century. The records 
include the 1625 Ordinances of the Company of Corvisers and Curriers of Lichfield. These 
claimed that untrained people were entering the city and practising either or both trades. 
The rules then drawn up insisted on seven year apprenticeships with a maximum of two 
apprentices to each master. None who had not served such an apprenticeship were to be 
allowed to buy or sell leather in Lichfield or to practise as a master shoemaker or currier 
(unless he first paid £10 for the privilege). Members were not to entice away each others 
employees or to pay journeymen more than a fixed sum for making various types of shoes 
(2s. Ad. for a dozen plain shoes, %d. for a pair of plain boots, etc.). The rules make no 
mention of cobblers but when on 8 May 1626 Thomas Ashmole called John Ward 'a cobling 
clowne' the Gild fined him 3s. Ad. A full description of the Gild records appears in the 
Transactions of the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, x for 1892 (1893), pp. 1-24. 

All the leather items are now in the Lichfield Museum whilst the pottery remains in the 
possession of Mr. Miller. As far as possible pieces found together on the tip were kept in 
separate bags. These bags were lettered A-E and the letters in the appendix refer to these 
bags. In the absence of facilities in the Lichfield Museum, conservation of the leather was 
kindly undertaken by Mr. K. Sheridan at the Tamworth Castle Museum. 

APPENDIX A 

THE POTTERY (fig. 1) 

ON THE RUBBISH TIP were many pieces of modern pottery together with a few pieces 
belonging to the later Middle Ages. These latter were body sherds of white, heavily-gritted, 
cooking-pots some having traces of green or brown glaze, together with pieces of small 
Cistercian-ware jars similar to the products of the Potterton kiln which has been dated to 
about A.D. 1500 (Ant. J., xliv, pt. 2 (1966), p. 255 ff). The six main pieces are illustrated 
(fig. 1) and details of them are as follows: 
1. Three-handled jar in hard purple fabric with a shiny dark-brown glaze. It is decorated 

with white barbotine in the shape of hearts and dots though these appear yellow through 
the glaze. The dots on the heart-shaped pieces are brown. Much of the foot of the jar 
is not glazed. 

2. Base of a two-handled jar decorated with white leaf-shaped barbotine which again shows 
as yellow through the heavy glaze. The fabric is well-fired and dark-purple in colour. 

3. Base of a three-handled jar, the handles are missing though it is obvious where they were 
attached to the jar. The glaze is deep purple and there is no trace of barbotine decoration. 
The base is slightly concave and the fabric a hard dark-purple. 

4. Base of a jar in dark-red fabric with dark-purple glaze. 
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PROGRAMME 1972-1973 

1972 
May 13 Excursion to Tong Church (Rev. Preb. J. H. Spencer), Claverley Church 

and the Old Vicarage (Mrs. J. Somerville), Ludstone Hall (Mr. G. 
Ferguson), Harvington Hall. Leader: Jim Gould, F.S.A. 

June 10 Excursion to Herefordshire, Goodrich Castle, Much Dewchurch Church, 
Kilpeck Church, Madley Church. Leader: M. M. Hallett, F.S.A. 

Oct. 6 (L) Annual General Meeting. 
Early settlements near the Tame and the Watling Street - Jim Gould, F.S.A. 

Oct. 27 (T) The Saxon water-mill in Bolebridge Street, Tamworth - Philip Rahtz, 
F.S.A. and Ken Sheridan 

Nov. 3 (L) West Bromwich manor-house - Stanley R. Jones, F.S.A. 
Nov. 24 (T) Sulgrave - B. K. Davison, F.S.A. 
Dec. 1 (L) Small house typology - P. Eden, F.S.A. 
Dec. 15 (T) The sophisticated Saxon - D. Hill 

1973 
Jan. 5 (L) Archaeological work of a County Museum - C. J. Bond. 
Jan. 18 (T) Stamford - Miss C. Mahany. 
Feb. 2 (L) Revolution or evolution: the course of industrial change in South Stafford

shire - J. A. C. Baker 
Feb. 16 Travel Evening at the Arts Centre, Lichfield. 

Afghanistan - S. Avery 
United States of America - M. M. Hallett, F.S.A. 

Feb. 23 (T) Conservation of historic towns - L. Braithwaite 
Mar. 2 Civic Evening at the Guildhall, Lichfield 

Anatolia - Dr. G. Lewis. 
Mar. 9 (T) Travel Evening. 

Greece - R. A. Meeson, F.S.A. 
Mar. 23 (T) Warwickshire castles - Dr. R. Sladden 

(L) Lichfield Public Library (T) The Castle, Tamworth 

EXCAVATIONS 

Castle bailey. Director: T. E. McNeill 
Orchard Street. Director: Ken Sheridan 
King Street. Director: Ken Sheridan 

WALL 

More work was carried out for the Department of the Environment on the bath-house site. 
Director: A. A. Round, F.S.A. 

Work continued on the site of the Roman forts under the direction of Mr. A.A. Round. 

TAMWORTH 
July 1972 
August 1972 
January 1973 

NOTICE 
Mr. R. A. Meeson has been elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London. 
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